
May 26 2023 

 

Ab Falconi 

Executive Director, 

Catholic Education Foundation of Ontario 

80 Sheppard Ave E 

North York, Ontario M2N 6E8 

 

Dear Ab,   

As a past recipient, I welcome the opportunity to nominate the Loretto Sisters as deserving consider-

ation for the 2023 Catholic Education Foundation of Ontario Medal of Honour. I believe that recog-

nition of the Sisters of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM) for their historic and ongoing 

contribution to the Catholic schools in Ontario would be most appropriate, especially in this year 

when the community is marking the 175th anniversary of their arrival in Ontario. 

From the earliest years, Mary Ward, the founder of the IBVM, and her companions engaged in works 

of education, with a particular focus on the education of women. The arrival of five Loretto Sisters 

from Ireland in 1847, and the opening of the first Loretto school in North America in Toronto in that 

year marked the beginning of 175 years of continuous service in Catholic schools across this prov-

ince. In the era when religious communities and congregations were almost entirely responsible for 

the administration and teaching in Catholic schools, the Loretto Sisters became known for excel-

lence in education, establishing private schools in various areas of Ontario, including Toronto, 

Guelph, Niagara Falls, Hamilton, Lindsay and in Sedley, Saskatchewan. As the publicly funded Cath-

olic education system that we currently have in place in Ontario slowly evolved and took shape 

through 150 years of sustained political advocacy and legislative initiative, the Loretto Sisters partici-

pated actively, partnering with a number of Separate school Boards to teach and to lead in a varie-

ty of urban and rural Separate Schools throughout Ontario. Throughout the years, the sisters of Loret-

to were directly responsible for educating tens of thousands of students in both elementary and sec-

ondary schools that simply would not have existed and could not have been sustained were it not 

for the leadership and sponsorship of the IBVM, and the individual sacrifice and service of the hun-

dreds of sisters who worked in these Catholic schools. 

As is the case with all religious communities, the direct participation of the Loretto Sisters in Catholic 

schools in Ontario has been reduced over time, but their educational ministry has continued to 

evolve in response to the needs of our times, and their impact and contribution is both ongoing and 

significant. They continue to maintain active relationships with schools that were founded by Sisters 

of Loretto, and those that bear the Loretto name, or that of their founder, Mary Ward.  

The IBVM provide a compelling model of community discernment in action. They embrace the 

practice of gathering in community, talking with one another, listening to one another, listening to 

the Holy Spirit, and communally discerning how they are called to love and to serve within the con-

text of this time and place and this has allowed them to remain rooted in their historical mission and 

committed to serving God by responding to the greatest needs of God’s people in the work of jus-

tice, peace and integrity of creation. Today, Loretto Sisters in Canada work to accomplish the ob-

jectives of their mission statement in a variety of ways, including work in education, the promotion of 

justice, and in ministries of spirituality and pastoral care. Loretto Sisters can be found working as Di-

ocesan Directors of Education, Spiritual Directors, and Chaplains in a wide range of ministries.  



By partnering and empowering others, the IBVM directly sponsor, support, and facilitate a variety of 

programs that continue to engage students and teachers in work that promotes the dignity, well-

being, and inclusion of all persons, particularly women and children. 

The ongoing impact and legacy of the IBVM continues to be felt not only through their direct contri-

butions, but in the profound influence that the Loretto Sisters have had on past and current genera-

tions of Catholic teachers and leaders. Countless Catholic educators, men, and women alike, have 

been both inspired to embrace the charism of the Loretto Sisters and formed and mentored to 

adopt a model of service and leadership that reflects the spirit of freedom, sincerity, justice, and joy, 

all lived in support of the greater good, that characterizes the community. By word, deed, and self-

less example, they have taught generations of Catholic leaders what principled servant leadership 

looks like, sounds like, and feels like.  

For over 175 years, Catholic schools in Ontario have been blessed by the presence of Loretto Sisters 

who have responded to God’s vocational call. Through lives that are grounded in God, graced by 

the gospel, guided by the spirit, and engaged in the world, the Loretto Sisters today continue to em-

brace the important work of education with joyful hearts. I can think of no group nor individual more 

deserving of your consideration as recipients for the Catholic Education Foundation of Ontario  

Medal of Honour than the Sisters of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Michael W. Pautler 


