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Once again, as on a silent night long ago, 

We are challenged to live and love 

With outrageous hope. 

 

May the still, small voice of love within each of us 

Once more give birth to shouts of hope, 

Songs of Peace on Earth. 

       (Doris Klein CSA) 
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Whatõs Up  
December 2023   

LORETTO CANADA    | SINCE 1847 

Mission is at the heart of who we are, 
and love is the driving force that urges us on. 

Fall was a special time with our 175th closing 

celebration and Visitation with Carmel 

Swords IBVM 

Banner art: Praising © Mary Southard, csj, www.ministryofthearts.org  Used with permission. 

L to r: Srs Rosemary, Jeanne, Marianna, Cabrini, 

Celima, Carmel, Ursula, Helen and Juliana  
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Presentation Manor  

Ursula Witkowska  

Our friends old and new: One of the many bless-

ings of living at Presentation Manor is the pleasure of 

making new friends and meeting old ones. Each 

month brings our Loretto community together to cel-

ebrate birthdays. The Country Kitchen in the 2nd 

Floor Assisted Living becomes party central ð cele-

brating ôoursõ as a community but ôothersõ (our new 

and old friends) join us as well. 

THE cake is the highlight of the party, and it is 

served accompanied by the singing of Happy Birth-

day (in a low key of course!) 

The staff are amazing ð from set up, cutting the cake 

and clean up ð they jump right in and assist as need-

ed. Fortunately, there are always ôleftoversõ, which are 

then shared at breaks and dinner time. Here are some 

of our friends. 
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Loretto Maryholme  
Carol Ivens  

The docks 

have been 

drawn in 

and the 

tender 

trees 

wrapped 

in their 

burlap 

blankets as we prepare for 

the coming snows and cold 

season ahead. We are already 

welcoming 2024 registrations 

for silent retreats and book-

ings by private retreatants/

groups for our cabins,  

Fensom Cottage and Edgar 

House. 

The gratitude expressed by our guests for the many op-

portunities to restore, rest and go back into their busy 

lives refreshed are plentiful (spending time in these sa-

cred spaces of beauty &, stillness on the grounds, taking 

in the forestõs fragrances of fallen leaves underfoot, 

snoozing on the swing in the wrap-around porch, sitting 

with a trusted spiritual director for holy listeningé). So 

many are carrying heavy burdens and enduring painful 

losses in these days ð truly we are blessed to be able to 

provide a safe space in which they can take some time to 

catch a breath and nurture their mind, body & spirit as 

they resume their journeys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the labyrinth and find your centre at our Centre 

òWe deeply respect the spiritual journeys of all those 

 who are seeking wholeness for themselves and a better world for 

all.ó Laurie van den Hurk 

Clockwise from top 

left: Happy 100 

Birthday Mavis!; 

Maria Lanthier & Bill 

Irwin, CSB; Sheila 

Zettel & Brian 

Swords, SFM; Jordi, 

Zophia and Ted  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHa-hbGcMPg
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175th Closing Celebration - September 16, 2023  
IBVM Canada Leadership  

 

We have warm memories of a wonderful afternoon for our 175th closing celebration - with Mass in the crypt at St 

Michaelõs Cathedral followed by a well attended reception at Loretto College. A number of dignitaries were pre-

sent, our Institute leader, Sr Carmel Swords IBVM, along with sisters who travelled from the community in the 

USA. Our Archives team prepared a very special display of unusual historical relics that are not normally available 

to view, for example, the rosary of Teresa Dease.  

You can watch the Mass on the Daily TV Mass channel. We hope to have speeches available for viewing soon.   
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From top: Sr 

Jane 

McDonell & 

Michelle 

Pariag, Sis-

ters in the 

crypt, Sr 

Cabrini and 

Mary Fohr 

at Loretto 

College  

From top: Sr Angela, 

Lynn and Theresa at 

Loretto College, guests 

Mary Eileen Donovan & 

Don Walker in the crypt,  

archival display  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4DVXv8jWsk

